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A Tribute to Professor Gary Kielhofner, DrPH, OTR/L, FAOTA
Our beloved colleague, mentor and friend Prof. Gary Kielhofner left us peacefully on September 2, 2010 in the presence of his
wife, Prof. Renee Taylor.
Prof. Kielhofner was the professor and Wade/Meyer Chair, Department of Occupational Therapy, College of Health and
Human Development of Occupational Therapy, and Professor of Public Health, at the University of Illinois at Chicago, and a fellow
of the American Occupational Therapy Association, a member of the Academy of Research of the American Occupational Therapy
Foundation.
Prof. Kielhofner had been serving the occupational therapy (OT) profession for over 30 years. He served as an exemplar of
a dedicated OT educator and productive researcher for the profession all over the world. He was the author or editor of 19 books
and had published over 140 articles. He had advanced the field of OT by developing the well-known model of the profession the
“Model of Human Occupation” (MOHO). The MOHO was first published in 1980 as a series of four articles in the American Journal
of Occupational Therapy. In the 3 decades since MOHO was first formulated, countless occupational therapists and researchers
throughout the world have used the model to guide their practice. The MOHO has become the most widely used professional model
in occupational therapy practice internationally. Apart from that, there has been four books published on MOHO since then. 
The fourth edition of “Model of Human Occupation” went to press in 2008 over 3 decades after work on the model first began.
We cannot imagine anymore how MOHO and Prof. Kielhofner have impacted our practice. 
Apart from being the “Father of MOHO”, Prof. Kielhofner was a remarkable man, a visionary, and a passionate scholar. For
over 30 years, he excelled in research and focused on assisting individuals with chronic health conditions and disabilities to live
fulfilling and satisfying lives. 
Other than being an international scholar, Prof. Kielhofner was obviously a full supporter to the development of the OT profession
in Hong Kong. Prof. Gary Kielhofner and his wife Prof. Renee Taylor were invited to be our honorable guests to describe for us
their visions in developing primary health care particularly the area in psychosocial practice. This took place during the Hong Kong
Occupational Therapy Symposium 2010 which was held on 30 January 2010 at the Hong Kong Polytechnic University. This was
a joint function between the Hong Kong Occupational Therapy Association and the Department of Rehabilitation Sciences, the
Hong Kong Polytechnic University. He also helped us to deliver a 1-day preconference workshop in “Achieving True Client
Centered Practice” on January 29, 2010. Later in June this year, he wrote a letter to support the Hong Kong Journal of
Occupational Therapy to be cited in Medline. He had submitted a manuscript titled “A psychometric study of the Model of
Human Occupation Screening Tool (MOHOST)” to the journal in March 2010 and the paper was eventually accepted to be 
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published in the present issue. This study examined the psychometric properties of the Model of Human Occupation Screening
Tool (MOHOST) using item response theory and classical test theory approaches for 1,039 clients with psychiatric disorders
(Kielhofner et al., 2010). Findings provided psychometric evidence concerning the MOHOST as a screening tool in the 
psychiatric field.
Although it is a sad time, his steadfast spirit and professional excellence and zeal towards the OT profession will not end but
continue to the next generation through the spirit and vision of MOHO.
Kenneth Fong 
Editor-in-Chief
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